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Relationships Education – Right to Withdraw Letter 

Dear Parents and Carers,
 We believe that promoting the health and well-being of our children is an important part of their overall education. We do this through our Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) programme. This covers many topics including all kinds of relationships. 
As you may already be aware, Relationships Education became statutory in all primary schools from the Summer Term 2021. We are pleased that this decision has been made as it means that all children will be able to learn about different relationships, different families, growing up, puberty and their changing bodies. 
The PSHE Association states, ‘Teaching about puberty before children experience it is essential to ensure that pupils’ physical, emotional and learning needs are met and that they have the correct information about how to take care of their bodies and keep themselves safe.’
Ofsted’s PSHE lead, Janet Palmer HMI, has said: ‘If pupils are kept ignorant of their human, physical and sexual rights… they are not being adequately safeguarded.’ 
In order to keep pupils safe, it is vital that they learn about puberty before it happens. NHS advice states that puberty can begin as early as 8 for girls and 9 for boys. Currently we teach children about puberty in years 5 and 6. From 2023-24, we will teach children about puberty in Year 4.
Sex education is not mandatory at primary school and parents have the right to withdraw their children from sex education sessions which cover subjects not included in the statutory curriculum. Parents and carers do not have the right to withdraw their children from sessions which link to the national curriculum. These subjects include, different relationships, information on puberty, what happens at conception (sperm and egg) and how the human body changes.
Any children who are withdrawn from Sex Education lessons will have to be provided with alternative learning in another learning space. This could be during a session in which the statutory curriculum is being delivered. Our Relationships and Sex Education Curriculum is fully inclusive in order to meet the needs of all of our pupils in a sensitive and appropriate way which is respectful of their emotional stages, cultural and religious backgrounds. 
We fully believe that all children should learn about these important life skills in an open, honest and safe environment. Children who do not take part in all of these sessions will find out about the subjects from friends or the internet which can lead them open to misconceptions.
Year 5 and Year 6. 
Parent/carers have the right to withdraw their child/ren from any sex education lessons that go beyond that of the statutory science national curriculum or relationships education curriculum. The right to withdraw forms are on our website. This letter should be emailed or handed in to the office. The RSE lead and Headteacher will explore your concerns and discuss these with you. We believe it is important to have a strong partnership with parents and carers and will always give you notice of what is being taught and when. 
If there is any part of the curriculum that you have queries about, please contact Mrs Huesken at jennifer.huesken@william-alvey.lincs.sch.uk
 
Many thanks 
Jenny Huesken
PSHE Lead
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